GENERAL    FRANCO              89
and colonial rebellion were entitled at least to
passive support from other countries. Perhaps
they would not have lost that support had not their
sailors when they put in at Tangier, vented their
enthusiasm by stirring up the Spanish element in
the town urging them to a flank attack on Spanish
Morocco. Tangier saw its own peace threatened.
Franco watched Tangier and saw at once how
the situation could be turned to his own account.
Calmly assuming Nationalist international status to
be on a par with that of the Government, he sent a
note to the Commission of the International
Zone, accusing the signatory powers of having
violated ,the agreed neutrality of Tangier Unless
that neutrality was strictly observed in,future, he.
made it clear that he would not hesitate to assert
his own authority in Tangier, and use it to the
advantage'1 of the Nationalists, The European
powers concerned were in a dilemma. They had to
recognise the fact that Franco was in complete
control of Spanish Morocco and that the strength
of his forces was considerable. Though the rights
he claimed so high-handedly, might be non-existent
-according to international law, to ignore his threat
would be to risk an attack on Tangier. If Tangier
were attacked, conflicting international interests
would be involved, and there was every reason to
fear that a European war would be the result.
Franco's forces massed on the frontier ,qf the
Tangier Zone, and the Commission were frightened